
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8

May 2014 Volume 29 Issue 5

�

The Old Will Be New Again 
N e w  th in g s  ar e  th e  co o le st,  an d  that ’s  o n e  o f  th e  b i g  r e a so n s  h avin g 

a kid is such a blast. To David nearly everything is new, even if he’s done it before. If he 
did it when he was three, doing it at five is a whole new experience.

As the winter wore on and spring was so slow 
in coming, I asked him again and again if he 
was ready to ride the motorcycle to school, 
like we had last Fall. He kept saying no, it’s 
too cold, too windy, too early, too something. 
I was starting to despair that he would not 

grow up loving the bike. That he would be – I 
shudder – a non-biker.

I installed an old intercom system in our 
helmets in anticipation of his change of heart. 
If any of you have seen my mechanical skills, 
you can imagine what a labor of sweat and 

nearly breaking things that was. After a few 
days I got it all together and we tried our 
(noticeably heavier) helmets on. Wires were 
everywhere, but in the quiet living room 
David thought that the system was magical. 
A little squishy on the ears, maybe, but so 
cool to be able to hear each other with these 
giant things on our heads.
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Still, though, there was foot dragging on the commuting front. We had gotten him a whole set 
of road gear at Christmas, which was a fabulous fashion exercise, style-conscious guy that he 
is. We designed graphics for his helmet (which are still in the concept phase, his graphic sense 
changes month by month). He was getting  out more and more on his bicycle, which we all know 
is a gateway drive to motorcycling. But he just wouldn’t saddle up.

Then, finally, the temperatures rose past the freezing point in the morning, and the winds kept 
their howling in check until the afternoons. It was warm enough for little boys to ride. So we 
made the plans. We would get up a bit early in order to get all the morning formalities out of the 
way and have some extra time for the inaugural gearing up. We would get the bike out and do 
a perimeter check, make sure the tires were okay, and that David still had enough room for his 
larger five year old body. After all, the last time he’d ridden he was just four, and a little kid.

The day dawned sunny and calm, and we…did the usual dawdling and stalling that kids on their 
way to school are universally famous for. It turned into the typical chaotic rush, Kristin struggling 
mightily to get breakfasts and lunches together while David ever so slowly made the morning 
selection of riding attire. We finally headed out to the garage promptly in time to be ten minutes 
late to school. If we were just jumping in the car, that is.

I wheeled the bike out while David struggled to get into the riding gear he had last tried on 
in the bike shop at Christmas. We mashed our helmets onto our heads, bending our ears into 
unnatural shapes around the earphones that hadn’t been in there before. I tried to get some 
sunglasses stuffed into his helmet, too, but that was pretty much a lost cause. I figured I should 
quit with the gearing up before he didn’t want to ride at all. 

I strapped the grab belt Yia Yia had sent around my waist, so he’d have something secure to 

hang onto, and adjusted the tail pack to make room for a larger passenger (remember, he wasn’t 
a little four year old any more, he was a grown up five year old). He used his rock wall climbing 
skills to mount the bike, and we plugged in all the wires dangling about.

Then we were off.
I needn’t have worried. It was completely new to him, and he was in motorcycle heaven. We 

were swooping down the road and he had his own grips back there to practice his counter steering. 
We dove effortlessly through traffic, passing cars with loud whoops and hollers from the pillion. 
He kept a constant monologue on all the vehicles we zoomed past, singing and pointing out the 
balloons on the horizon and the joggers on the Tramway trail. He was leery of letting one hand 
loose to wave to bikers coming the other way, but soon was waving with the best of them. He 
thought that connection between motorcyclists who don’t even know each other was the coolest 
of beans.

When we got to school he leapt off the bike and ran in, still wearing his helmet with his intercom 
cable dragging behind him. He wanted everybody to know how his morning commute went, 
and to see him in his biker regalia. Some of the kids weren’t sure what to think, but among the 
motorhead boys there was more than a little glimmer of jealousy.

It’s a wonderful vicarious experience to share new experiences with David. He is instantly in 
touch with everything that’s happening, and his responses are pure and immediate. I don’t know 
if his last motorcycle ride had become only a dim memory, but his first one of the spring was pure 
joy, expressed in the vivid enthusiasm that only new experience can generate. And for me it was 
exciting to share that with him, and see it happen. I’m going to love riding with my boy. 

David Wilson, editor
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Nate Kern does his best PR 
pose at April’s Track Day 
sponsored by Sandia/Santa 
Fe BMW. He was out on his 
HP4 showing the other track 
pros how it’s really done. 
Truly, he was really friendly 
and had endless knowledge 
about going fast. If only the 
squids could slow down long 
enough to listen…
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words by David Wilson, pictures by David Sky
BMW Track Day came early this year, and in with the smattering of GS’s and airheads 
were what seemed like every S1000 in New Mexico. They lined the pits and filled the track with 

their wailing 4-cylinder song. 
Racer Nate Kern was there to 
pass on some going-fast tips 
and laze around at the front of 
every expert session. He was 
super friendly and patient with 
every Ricky Racer who plied him 
for advice and war stories from 
his own track experiences.

This session Sandia/Santa Fe BMW provided certificates for lunch at the grill, and as usual 
nobody left hungry. Tired was another matter, as the time each session ran seemed to get longer 
as the day went on – everybody got as much track time as they wanted. The wind also picked 

up during the day, adding to the 
riding challenge. 

As expected, plenty of cool 
bikes made an appearance, 
from an old Harley single to the 
brand new naked S1000. 

It was fast, furious and fun. 
Track days will run every month 
through the end of October.

S1000 RALLYAT THETRACK!
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NOTE CONCERNING THE CALENDAR
You are strongly encouraged to check 
the Message Board and the Calendar 
(http://calendar.loebmwr.com/) on the web 
site before any event, to be apprised of any last-
minute changes. You’ll also find impromptu 
rides posted, reviews and opinions on club 
activities as they happen.

GENERAL CALENDAR INFO

As always, while event information is posted 
in the Shaft, there may be last minute changes, 
which will be reflected on the Message Board. 
If you cannot visit the Message Board, the 
ride contact person can notify you of changes. 
Please note all rides are at the individual’s own 
discretion and risk. These are destination rides 
so each person should “ride their own ride” 
while meeting up with others at the various 
destinations of the ride. Be sure you’re aware 
of the route and bring your own maps/GPS 
to assist you. Exchanging cell phone numbers 
with other ride participants is recommended. 
If you decide to drop out of the ride at some 
point during the ride, notifying at least one 
other ride participant of your intention to 
drop out will help alleviate unnecessary 
confusion or concern for your whereabouts. 
All information will be posted to the Calendar, 
which is located under “Events” on the left 
side of our Home Page.

ON ANY SUNDAY

Some gather for Sunday breakfast at Milly’s 
on Jefferson just North of San Antonio. Meet 
between 7:30 and 8:30 am.

SUNDAY, MAY 4
TRAVELING BREAKFAST
One of the perennial favorites for our traveling 
breakfast is Henrietta’s in Los Lunas (740 
Main St.). We will gather around 8.30 am to 
arm-wrestle their famous giant smothered 
breakfast burritos or whatever else you fancy 
to start off your Sunday. No doubt there will 
be those wanting to work off the calories by 
taking a ride afterward, weather permitting. 
Those wanting to ride down in a group should 

meet at the Phillips 66 station on Gibson SE 
a few blocks east of I-25 and be prepared to 
leave by 7:55 for the ride to Henrietta’s.

TUESDAY, MAY 6
It’s May and the rally is only 4 months away 
(see the days and hours count down on the 
web site)! So it’s getting down to the nitty-
gritty and you can still get involved if you’re 
not already. We meet at Bill Maruna’s home 
on 2468 Tyler Loop, Rio Rancho. Please email 
your RSVP to him at delta7921@gmail.com if 
you’re planning to attend.

FRIDAY-SATURDAY, MAY 9-10 
THE FIRST MILK SHAKE RIDE

This is a re-mix of the late, great Ice 
Cream Ride. Same place, same time, but 
different motel. Make room reservations at 
the Whitewater Motel (575-539-2581, you 
have to call to make reservation; however, 
see info at: http://whitewatermotel.com/
or Los Olmos Guest Ranch, http://www.
thelosolmosranch.com. The Los Olmos will be 
the focal point of the evenings, etc. in place of 
the Crab Tree. See updates and room-sharing 
choices on the club Forum/Message Board.

THURSDAY-SUNDAY, MAY 15-18
OVERLAND EXPO, FLAGSTAFF, AZ
from Susie
I have negotiated a 15% discount for club 
members, contact roseann@overlandexpo.
com mention the LOE BMW R discount. You 
can also get a 15% discount if you sign up 
for two day passes. You can tent for free, or 
submit your name for a RV spot. We have a 
group that has requested spots together, so 
you can request that also.

They have courses for dual sport bikes also.
I’ll be going up on Friday with my RV if 

LOE BMW R C ALE N DAR
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THE WATERMELON 
MOUNTAIN JUG BAND
The world famous band features our 
own Gary Oleson playing one string for 
all it’s worth!

MAY 11
MOTHER’S DAY AT  
O’NIELL’S PUB
Nob Hill, 4310 Central SE, 4–7 pm

JUNE 22
O’NIELL’S PUB AT HEIGHTS
3301 Juan Tabo NE, 4–7 pm

AUGUST 31
O’NIELL’S PUB AT HEIGHTS
3301 Juan Tabo NE, 4–7 pm

SEPTEMBER 20
3RD ANNUAL SANDIA SCOOT 
10K AND 5K RUN (sponsored by 
Ability Connection New Mexico)

OCTOBER 5
RIO GRANDE ARTS AND 
CRAFTS FESTIVAL

OCTOBER 8
PRIME TIME’S 50+ EXPO
Embassy Suites in Albuquerque

OCTOBER 10
INTERNATIONAL HOT AIR 
BALLOON FIESTA
“Sponsor Hospitality” event (ticketed 
event)

http://calendar.loebmwr.com/
http://www. thelosolmosranch.com
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anyone would like me to take items for them.
OverlandExpo.com,  Facebook/OverlandExpo, 

Twitter@overlandexpo

THURSDAY, MAY 22
LOE BMW R FASHION SHOW
5:30 pm at Sandia BMW. Check out the web 
site for details, there may be a tech session 
involved as well. Donations will be taken to 
keep Jon from modeling sexy swimwear.

SUNDAY, JUNE 1
TRAVELING BREAKFAST
Check out the Message Board for the time 
and place, or stay tuned for the next issue…

NATIONAL EVENTS

MAY 1-4
I-BMW.COM BLUE RIDGE 
PARKWAY RALLY
At the Wattstull Inn, just north of Buchanan, 
Virginia. Call Wattstull Inn for reservations at 
540-254-1551 and mention the i-bmw group. 
Specify room type: single, double or king. 
Rooms are $70 per night plus tax.

MAY 29–JUNE 1
BMW RA NATIONAL RALLY
Barber Motorsports Park, Birmingham, AL 
The next BMW Riders Association rally will 
be held at the moto fantasy land

Barber Motorsports Park, outside of 
Birmingham, Alabama: vintage museum, 
racetrack, landscaped and glorious outdoor 
art gallery. The BMW Riders Association 
2014 National Rally will be held at a moto 
destination like none other. Grand scale riding, 
great weather, good food and drink, grassy and 
comfortable camping, luxury rooms available 
close by, Barber is the perfect rally site.

This would be a great club ride. We need a 
couple of volunteers to coordinate this. Come on, 
riders, let’s do it!

Chances are good Keith Code’s California 
Superbike School might be at Barber the same 
weekend as our rally. Check the RA website 
and in the pages of OTL for details. Sign up 

and pay for the school separately, as the RA 
has no affiliation with CSS. 

Your rally admission includes unlimited 
access to the Barber Vintage Museum 
along with behind the scene tours of the 
museum, and exclusive parade laps on 
the track, on your bike. Road maestro Ian 
Schmeisser is returning as our GS event 
coordinator. Mark your calendars for what 
will be a momentous rally. Also, like the 
RA on Facebook at “2014 BMW RA Barber 
Rally.” Visit their web site: http://bmwra.org/
rally/2014-bmw-ra-national-rally

915-592-6599
EL PASO, TX 79907-1524
8229 BURNHAM RD
Barnett BMW Motorcycles of El Paso

6001 Pan American Freeway NE

Albuquerque, NM 87109

http://bmwra.org/rally/2014-bmw-ra-national-rally
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LOE BMW R N EWS

CARLSBAD VIA ROSWELL FOR 
THE CAVERN CITY CLASSIC
by Reid K. Hester, Ph.D.
A couple weeks ago a fellow moto ref and I 
rode down to Carlsbad to work their Cavern 
City Classic bike races that Friday, Saturday, 
and Sunday. We left here about 10am and 
got to Roswell just before 1pm. Thankfully 
without too much wind on the eastern plains.

The purpose of our stop in Roswell 
was three-fold: 1) to gas up at the Chevron 
station on Main St.; 2) to snap a pic of the 
UFO museum for the club’s Rider Challenge 
2014; and 3) to have lunch (of course). The 
obligatory pic of the UFO museum is attached. 
More important though was lunch.

I’d chosen Big D’s Downtown Dive based 
on it being highly recommended on www.
tripadvisor.com (http://www.tripadvisor.
com/Restaurant_Review-g47182-d415544-
Rev iews- B ig _ D_ s _ D owntown _ Dive -

Roswell_New_Mexico.html). We were not 
disappointed. I highly recommend this dive 
for a meal if you’re in Roswell when they’re 
open. Tom had a blue cheese burger with 
fries and I had 2 fish tacos. Both were well 
prepared and delicious. The fish tacos were 
“off the hook.”

With our fuel tanks replenished we rode 
the last hour down to Carlsbad in plenty of 
time to check into the hotel and get out to 
the race course for the time trial that started 
at 5pm. The races Friday and Saturday went 
well with no major mishaps. 

Sunday, however, was a trial of endurance. 
When we left the hotel for the race course 
start at 7:15am, the temp was 38 degrees and 
the wind was out of the north at 20+mph. And 
with a thick cloud cover. Now that was cold. 
And the sun didn’t come out until ~11:30 after 
the races were over which was also when the 
temp climbed above 40 degrees. While the 

bike racers were definitely more lightly clad 
than we moto refs, they were also generating 
a fair amount of heat through their efforts. We 
moto refs, on the other hand, did not have that 
opportunity. Thank God for heated gear but it 
just barely mitigated the cold. Fortunately the 
ride home was in sun with gradually warming 
temps. All in all it was quite an adventure.

NEW MEMBERS
This month we welcome new members Bill 
O, Phillip R, Theodore H, Julie D, Chris M, 
James H, and Emmanuel H. Come out and 
ride! 

ONLINE RALLY REGISTRATION �
Opening May 1, closing August 23. Hope you 
will join us at our only fund raising event and 
find out why we are called the “Best Little 
Rally in the Southwest.” www.loebmwr.org/
TheRally/AboutTheRally.aspx

THE 30TH ANNUAL BAVARIAN 
MOUNTAIN WEEKEND RALLY
Pre-registration will open May 1, closing 
August 22. Take advantage of early pre-
registration to ensure you receive your 2014 
rally pin (a limited amount will be ordered).

The Land of Enchantment BMW Riders 
invite you to attend the 2014 annual Bavarian 
Mountain Weekend Rally, one of the finest 
BMW and all-brand motorcycle rallies in the 
West. The Rally is held at the Sipapu Ski & 
Sumer Resort in the northern New Mexico 
mountains of the Carson National Forest 
which offers beautiful views and awesome 
roads for riding!

We will have even more scheduled events 
on our Program for 2014.  

The Sipapu Ski and Summer Resort is 
located about 25 miles southeast of Taos on 
NM 518. Our rally officially begins on Friday 
morning and ends first thing Sunday.

http://www.tripadvisor.com/
http://www.tripadvisor.com/
http://www.tripadvisor.com/Restaurant_Review-g47182-d415544-Reviews-Big_D_s_Downtown_Dive-Roswell_New_Mexico.html
http://www.tripadvisor.com/Restaurant_Review-g47182-d415544-Reviews-Big_D_s_Downtown_Dive-Roswell_New_Mexico.html
http://www.tripadvisor.com/Restaurant_Review-g47182-d415544-Reviews-Big_D_s_Downtown_Dive-Roswell_New_Mexico.html
http://www.tripadvisor.com/Restaurant_Review-g47182-d415544-Reviews-Big_D_s_Downtown_Dive-Roswell_New_Mexico.html
http://www.loebmwr.org/TheRally/AboutTheRally.aspx
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OFFICE R S 

INFORMATION 
Info@LOEBMWR.org
LOE BMW R general inquiries

PRESIDENT 
David Hudson
President@LOEBMWR.org 

VICE PRESIDENT
Doug Guinn
VicePresident@LOEBMWR.org 

COMMUNICATIONS
Damian Velasquez
Communications@LOEBMWR.org
 
MEMBERSHIP SERVICES
Lynn Coburn
Membership@LOEBMWR.org

MEMBERSHIP RECORDS
Kim Helm 
Membership@LOEBMWR.org

ACTIVITIES
RJ Mirabal
Activities@LOEBMWR.org

RALLY CHAIR
Gary Cade
Rally@LOEBMWR.org

TREASURER 
Jan
Treasurer@LOEBMWR.org

SECRETARY 
Lynn Coburn 
Secretary@LOEBMWR.org

NEWSLETTER
David Wilson
Newsletter@LOEBMWR.org

WEBMASTER
Terry Rowley
Webmaster@LOEBMWR.org

JOIN TH E LOE BMW R

Yearly dues are $25. Dues are payable 
on January 1. Nonpaying members will be 
rendered inactive on March 1st. For more 
information or to pay:

Land of Enchantment BMW Riders 
PO Box 92095 
Albuquerque, NM 
87199-2095

www.loebmwr.org

or contact membership@loebmwr.org

BENEFITS OF BECOMING A MEMBER
•  10% discount at Sandia/Santa Fe BMW for 

BMW items
•  10% discount off entire ticket at OCD 

Custom Cycles & Repair in Santa Fe
• Annual winter Progressive Breakfast
• Club birthday picnic
• Christmas party
• Rides
• Camaraderie

SHAFT ADVERTISING RATES
$225/yr. – K page
$150/yr. – N page
$100/yr. – Business Card Size

SU BMIT TO TH E SHAF T

Send in your stories, opinions, pictures, 
gripes…we publish anything! Send your 
contributions to:

David Wilson
727-2 Cedar Hill La NE
Albuquerque, NM 87122
505-328-6163
david@davidwilsondesign.us

Computer files are easiest for me, or you can 
fax it, or scribble on a piece of paper and mail 
it. I don’t care! And don’t forget lots and lots 
of pictures.

All stories © by the individual authors, used 
by permission.

LOE BMW R CLU B IN FO

Newsletter design and production by

david@davidwilsondesign.us
www.davidwilsondesign.us

BMW Riders Club
Land of Enchantment

mailto:david@davidwilsondesign.us
http://www.davidwilsondesign.us
mailto:marc@ocdcustomcycles.com
http://www.ocdcustomcycles.com
http://www.loebmwr.org
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TH E RE AR VIEW

David spent Track Day 
schmoozing with the racers 
and picking up chicks, a typical 
weekend for him. After giving 
Nate Kern some tips on how to 
go faster (and how to choose a 
quality doughnut) he headed out 
to the stands to woo his fan club. 
These women were no match for 
his charm and he followed them 
around for the rest of the day. 
He’s happy to give advice on knee 
scraping or romance any time. 
Any time you can pin him down in 
his busy schedule, that is. Photos 
by David Wilson
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